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Cuts /Student (GEA) 2011-12 Budget Impact /Senatorial District 

Impact on Budget 

Budget Impact Cut Per Student for Westchester, Nassau and Suffolk Counties 3.3%) 
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O'Mara Downstate Sample Wealthy  Downstate Sample Poor 

Cuts /Student (GEA) 2011-12 Mean& Median $ Impact /O'Mara Senatorial 
District and Selected Downstate Districts 

Mean Cuts pSt Median Cut pSt 

District CWR FRPL 
NORTHPORT      1.787 5% 
SYOSSET       1.995 0% 
NORTH SHORE   2.18 6% 
GARDEN CITY   2.574 0% 
SOUTHOLD      2.801 12% 
COLD SPRING H 2.958 0% 
JERICHO        3.002 1% 
SCARSDALE    4.306 0% 
HARRISON       4.315 8% 

District CWR FRPL 
WYANDANCH    0.432 71% 
HEMPSTEAD      0.493 82% 
CENTRAL ISLIP  0.654 73% 
COPIAGUE      0.708 57% 
FREEPORT       0.742 55% 
PEEKSKILL      0.839 60% 
MT VERNON  0.869 66%   

 CWR FRPL 
Mean 0.532 47.1% 
Median 0.443 49.6% 
Min 0.333 30.8% 
Max 1.475 61.3% 

All of Westchester, Nassau & Suffolk 
 CWR FRPL 
Mean 2.773 17.5% 
Median 2.348 40.1% 
Min 0.432 0.0% 
Max 43.325 83.2% 
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Conclusions of this Study: 

  

There is an old adage that says, ñArithmetic is not an opinion.ò Our objective in the 

preparation of this report was to use the stateôs own data ï its arithmetic, if you will ï not so 

much to call attention to the patently unfair way that New York State distributes education 

aid to public schools. There has been significant knowledge of, debate about and legal 

action taken against this process over many, many years. Our goal, rather, was to use the 

numbers to demonstrate just how politically insidious this process has become...and 

hopefully use this information to help drive long overdue reform.   

  

While the data presented in the report speaks for itself, there are a number of key takeaways 

that we feel are important to call out as conclusions of our research. Many of these points 

will no doubt be contentious. Bringing attention to inequity is usually an uncomfortable 

task.  Fairness though is a concept that people understand and one that often motivates them 

to take action.  

  

Again, we hope this report and these key points help motivate people ï most especially the 

Governor and members of the Senate and Assembly ï to take action that will lead to 

changeéand fairness. 
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Conclusions of this Study: 

  

ÅWith no changes in the education aid formula, an estimated 100-150 school districts will 

not have the cash reserves to sustain themselves over the next two years as they face 

state-created mandates, contractual obligations and pension costs. Simply put, in many 

locales residents will not be able to fund their school district. 

 

ÅUnder the new Tax Cap law wealthier school districts that are less dependent on state aid 

will be able to raise more money per percent of tax levy than average or below average 

wealth school districts. While attaining the 60% super majority to go above a ñtax levy 

limitò increase mandated in the new law will be an unrealistic outcome in most 

communities; average and below average districts ï those that rely much more heavily on 

state aid ï will be forced to continue to cut staff and programs and use reserves to stay in 

operation. This is an unsustainable process. How many times can one person be laid off? 

These districts have to cut all non-mandated programs ï like Kindergarten? Without 

funding reform scores of other districts descend into insolvency.       

 

ÅUnfair state aid distribution is not, as some claim, a geographic issue that pits Upstate vs. 

Downstate. There are over three dozen Downstate school districts that share similar wealth 

and poverty factors as those Upstate and the same bleak future as SSFC member districts. 

Indeed, the needs of these districts are as underrepresented by their own Senator is as true 

of those in SSFC districts.  
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Conclusions of this Study: 

  

ÅThe inequities in the distribution of the Foundation Aid formula and the massive state aid 

cuts over the past several years were not, as noted above, determined by geography, but 

rather an intentional, politically-motivated redirection of money to wealthier school districts 

at the expense of the less wealthy. 

 

ÅMembers of the Senate have been preoccupied with ascension to and maintenance of 

power, personally and as a conference. Regardless of which party has had the majority in 

the house, each party has ignored numerous opportunities to solve the equitable funding 

issue.  

 

Å17 Republicans and 3 Democrats represent SSFC member school districts.   Past behavior 

of this delegation has enabled state aid unfairness to continue since 2007.  Their 

performance will be imperative to the success of any initiative that results in greater equity, 

fairness, transparency and predictability in state aid distribution and will also likely prove 

to be a determining factor in who holds the leadership in the next Senate. 

 

ÅAll of the data presented in this report, as well as similar research done by Rutgers 

University, Cornell University, the Alliance for Quality Education and others point to the 

same conclusions about New York State government: It is not paying serious enough 

attention to this issue and while it is empowered to act on funding equity it has chosen not 

to do so. Why? 
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About The Statewide School Finance Consortium 

  

The Statewide School Finance Consortium (SSFC) is an organization of nearly 360 New York 

 public school districts whose mission is to bring equity to the distribution of New York State  

educational aid. SSFC membership is largely comprised of school districts from average and 

low-wealth communities that receive an insufficient and disproportionate allocation of state  

funding in comparison to high-wealth regions of New York. The reform of the state aid  

process will help ensure that all of New Yorkôs children receive the same educational  

opportunities regardless of the wealth or location of their community.      

  

Please visit SSFC at www.statewideonline.org 

 


